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BOOK NOTICES. 

Guida dell' Abruzzo, di Enrico Abbate. Prima Edizione. pp. viii + 558 
(maps in pocket). Ermanno Loescher & Co. , Roma, 1903. 

A very handsome map of the Abruzzo, coloured, and six sectional ones, after the 
manner of the yet unsurpassed Dufour Atlas of Switzerland, accompany this volume, 
the title of which as " Guide " is entirely too modest. It is far more than a guide. 
It is a thorough, systematic description, from a standpoint of observation, study, and 
research, of that portion of Italy hitherto least known, because least accessible, and 
the Alpine Club (Roman section), as well as the author, may justly be congratulated 
on the production of such a meritorious work. 

It is superfluous to dwell on the value of the geographical portions of such a 
description ; the mere fact that it is published under the auspices of the Italian 
Alpine Club guarantees its excellence. The chapter on Geology and Mineralogy is 
especially interesting, through the full detail it gives of the structure of the Apennines. 
Quoting Verri, the author says: " Imagine a sheet of metal marked with undulations 
from the northwest to the southeast, incline the sheet to the west and bend it like 
a bow in the direction of its length ; like this, to me, is the backbone of the Central 
Apennine, with its elevations and depressions." The principal formations are the 
Triassic, the Jurassic and, particularly, the Cretaceous and Tertiary. A list of char- 
acteristic fossils is given in each instance. The author mentions an emersion of the 
land — general at the time over Europe — at the close of the Tertiary period, and 
another of the Abruzzo at the end of the Pliocene. Of glacial action there are many 
very interesting evidences, showing vestiges at an altitude that exceeds 2,000 meters, 
and even reaches 2,400. While in central Italy volcanic phenomena appear mostly 
during the glacial epoch, in the Abruzzi the traces are confined to strata resting imme- 
diately on the Pliocene. To-day volcanic action is limited to mud-volcanoes and to 
a few sulphurous springs of little practical importance. 

The author regards man as having been " a witness of all the phases that accom- 
panied the glacial epoch," and recounts a number of finds in caverns of implements 
of the most primitive types; without, however, alluding in a direct manner to animal 
remains accompanying them, except in so far as they have furnished the material for 
artifacts. Hence his assumption of the existence of man at the very remote period 
when the country was under the pressure of glacial action is as yet insufficiently 
supported. He says : " No object has been found which bore traces of design like 
those discovered in other places; they were perhaps made in bone or wood, materials 
easily destroyed, and in this way failed to reach us." An abundance of weapons 
has been found locally gathered, as if they had been manufactured there for the 
purpose of commerce with other centres. 

Valuable and written with much caution is the section on history. The many 
obscure points concerning the possible origins of those inhabitants of whom early 
documentary information exists are treated with due circumspection, and what is not 
established is left in doubt. Latin authors, of course, furnish the first and earliest 
data, and the contests between the Sabines and the Romans have left much material 
illustrating the period between the fourth and seventh centuries of the Roman era. 
The Middle Ages are a fertile field, and the historical notes are carried to the period 
.after the fall of the Bourbons in i860. 
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According to reliable data, the population of the Abruzzo has, since 1500, increased 
from a quarter of a million to 1,136,159 at the present day, which increase appears 
to have been quite uniform. Descriptions of the physical appearance and character 
of the people are concise and guarded at the same time. The remarks on the language 
tell us that no trace is discernible in it of the ancient Oscan. Signor Abbate con- 
siders the dialect now spoken as a mixture of the Neapolitan with that of the Roman 
Campagna and survivals of the language that may have sprung up after the Roman 
conquest. 

Lengthy but by no means tedious descriptions of the three groups into which the 
land is geographically and politically subdivided follow a very interesting discussion 
of Abruzzan art from the earliest time to this day, and the indispensable review of 
economic conditions. The book closes with chapters specially designed for tourists. 
Less than a quarter of a century ago such a guide to the Abruzzo could not have 
been thought of, owing to the social and political state of that country. The mere 
fact of its issue is a sign of the great strides Italy has made and is making in the road 
of progress. A. F. B. 

Memoire sur les migrations des Tsiganes a Travers l'Asie. Par 
M. J. de Goeje. viii + 91 pp. E. J. Brill, Leyden, 1903. (Price, 2 fr.) 
The learned author gives the results, in this little book, of his studies concerning 
the origin of the Gypsies and their wanderings from their ancient home in northwest 
India. He shows that the Gypsy immigrants, both into Europe and Egypt, had a com- 
mon origin in the basin of the Indus, but that their original speech naturally acquired 
differing foreign elements as they travelled slowly westward. The language, for 
example, of those European gypsies who, in 1417, emigrated from Hungary into 
Germany, had a large admixture of Greek and Armenian words which were, of 
course, lacking in the speech of their fellows who went to Egypt and on the way 
adopted many Persian and Arabic words into their vocabulary. He shows from 
Arabic sources that the Gypsy emigrants left India much earlier than had formerly 
been supposed. 

Siberia. A Record of Travel, Climbing, and Explorations. By- 
Samuel Turner, xxiv + 320 pp. Numerous Illustrations, two Maps, 3 
Appendices, and Index. A. Wessels Company, New York, 1905. 
The author is a London business man who went to Siberia to study the enormous 
growth of butter production and the prospects of the industry in relation to the 
London daily markets. He is also a mountaineer; and as his business was concluded 
when he was within 400 miles of the highest Altai mountains, he devoted the 
remainder of his stay to the exploration of that largely unknown region which 
includes the Katunskie-Belki, the highest range of Central Siberia. It was his 
privilege to climb Belukha, the highest mountain yet discovered in Siberia. The 
larger part of the book is devoted to his winter expedition to the Altai, and to 
his journeys, shooting expeditions, and climbing among the mountains, together 
with his impressions of the inhabitants. Thus, on a business mission, the author was 
able to render some geographical service in a neglected region. The chapters in 
which'he describes the wonderful development of cattle-raising and butter production 
are of absorbing interest, and the subject is more fully treated than heretofore in 
English. He says the butter output is now 80,000,000 pounds a year, and is capable 
of being increased fifteenfold. Most of the excellent illustrations are from the 
photographs by the author. The Altai Flora is described in pp. 375-415. 



